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	Course Title


	Diploma in Child Psychology

	Objectives
	At the end of the course students will develop:

· an awareness of psychological approaches to the understanding of child development

· a recognition of the application of developmental psychology to certain aspects of child care and education

· an awareness of different methodological approaches to psychological investigation

· a range of skills in using psychological methods



	Student Profile
	This programme is designed for people who wish to gain an understanding of Child Psychology and the development of children.  No prior knowledge is required



	Study Method
	The course is designed for study by distance learning at work or at home.  Students receive course manual, assignments and studyguide plus tutor support.



	Qualification
	Successful students will receive a Study House Diploma.  The syllabus follows that of GCSE in Child Psychology but in order to obtain that award, students will need to make arrangements to sit the exam at a registered exams centre.



	Assessment
	Assessment takes the form of a series of tutor marked assignments plus one extended essay



	Entry Requirements
	There are no entry requirements

	Timescale
	The programme takes place over a timescale to suit the student.  Once registered, tutor support is available for up to one year or until completion whichever is the soonest.



	Location
	The programme is home or work-based enabling students to complete the course without having to attend scheduled college teaching sessions.



	Tutor Support
	Throughout the course, students will receive tutor support by telephone and by post.




	Unit Seven
The Development of Language and Communication


Development of non-verbal communication in humans, gestures etc; comparisons with non-human primates; outline of language development in humans; including naturalistic observational in humans; including naturalistic observational studies and criticisms of these; Innate and reinforcement theories.

Unit Eight
Intelligence and Intelligence Testing

Definitions of intelligence; mental age and IQ; Tests of intelligence; Advantages and disadvantages of IQ testing.

Unit Nine
The Nature/Nurture Debate in the Study of Intelligence

Twins studies; stability of IQ; Are early experiences decisive for later development?

Unit Ten
Data Collection and Interpretation

Tables and histograms, correlation and scattergrams; Mean; Range; Drawing conclusions from data.


	Unit Fourteen
Moral Development


Definition in psychological terms; investigation of moral behaviour, moral feelings and moral judgement.

Unit Fifteen
The Development of Gender Roles


Sex-typing; Gender identity; Biological, social and cultural theories.

Unit Sixteen
Aggression in Children


Biological basis of aggression; Psychological theory and aggression; Aggression as a learned response; 
Imitation of aggression; viewing violence; Punishment for aggression; sex differences in aggression.

Unit Seventeen
Methods Used in Child Development Research


Observational, Survey, Correlational, Experimental – advantages and disadvantages.
Tutor-marked Assignment C

Unit Eighteen
Play


The importance of play to learning; 
Piaget’s theory of play; forms of play;
Relevance of psychological theories to pre-school education;
Play and learning in nursery schools; Play therapy.

Unit Nineteen
Learning in School

Programmed learning and its relationship to learning theory – advantages and disadvantages; Discovery learning and its effectiveness.

Unit Twenty
Behaviour Modification


Explanation and examples; Relationship to learning theory; Points systems, Advantages and disadvantages.


Tutor-marked Assignment D: Extended Essay







Diploma in


Child Psychology


Distance learning programme information




















